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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This amendment is in response to the Final Office Action dated April 27, 2004. The 
time to reply expires July 27, 2004, and this last Office Action was a Final Rejection. 
Accordingly, applicants hereby submit a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) and the 
requisite fee ($770.00). If there are any additional fees necessitated by this communication, 
the Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees to Deposit Account No. 50- 
0902 of TUCKER ELLIS & WEST, LLP, referencing the Docket No. (66329/97295B). 
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Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 3 of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 1 1 of this paper. 
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